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www.stilwellumc.org 

For Your Inform
ation 

Sundays
Sundays
Sundays
Sundays     

W
orship 9:30 a.m

. 
Sunday School 10:45 a.m

. 
Junior Youth 5:00 p.m

. 
Com

m
unity D

inner 6:00 p.m
. 

Senior Youth G
roup 6:30 p.m

. 
 

O
ffice Hours

O
ffice Hours

O
ffice Hours

O
ffice Hours     

M
onday—

Thursday 8:30 a.m
.—

3:00 p.m
. 

Fridays 1:00—
3:00 p.m

. 
 

Contact Us:
Contact Us:
Contact Us:
Contact Us:     

913.897.2101
913.897.2101
913.897.2101
913.897.2101     

 

Ken Parker
Ken Parker
Ken Parker
Ken Parker —— ——

Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor     

ken.parker@
stilw

ellum
c.org / x 22 

M
onday – Thursday 

8:30 a.m
. – 12:30 p.m

. 
W

eekday afternoons by appointm
ent 

Sunday 8:00 a.m
. – 12:00 p.m

. 

 

Church Staff
Church Staff
Church Staff
Church Staff     

Lisa Schober
Lisa Schober
Lisa Schober
Lisa Schober —— ——

Adm
inistrative Assistant

Adm
inistrative Assistant

Adm
inistrative Assistant

Adm
inistrative Assistant     

office@
stilw

ellum
c.org / x 21 

M
onday – Thursday 

8:30 a.m
. – 3:00 p.m

. 
 

—— ——
Youth M

inistry
Youth M

inistry
Youth M

inistry
Youth M

inistry     
youth@

stilw
ellum

c.org / x 27 
    

Aim
ee Farrington

Aim
ee Farrington

Aim
ee Farrington

Aim
ee Farrington —— ——

Children’s M
inistry

Children’s M
inistry

Children’s M
inistry

Children’s M
inistry     

children@
stilw

ellum
c.org / x 26 

Tuesday 8:30 – 3:30 p.m
. 

Sunday 8:00 a.m
. – 1:00 p.m

. &
  

4:00—
7:00 p.m

. 
 

Victor Velez
Victor Velez
Victor Velez
Victor Velez —— ——

M
usic M

inistry
M

usic M
inistry

M
usic M

inistry
M

usic M
inistry     

m
usic@

stilw
ellum

c.org / x 28 
Sunday 8:00 a.m

. – 1:00 p.m
. 

 

 

D
enise Ayers

D
enise Ayers

D
enise Ayers

D
enise Ayers —— ——

Treasurer
Treasurer
Treasurer
Treasurer     

finance@
stilw

ellum
c.org / x 23 

Friday 1:00 – 3:00 p.m
. 

 

Custodian
Custodian
Custodian
Custodian     

Karen Cook 
 

W
edding Coordinator

W
edding Coordinator

W
edding Coordinator

W
edding Coordinator     
M

arcia D
eaton 

 

Sunday AM
 Nursery

Sunday AM
 Nursery

Sunday AM
 Nursery

Sunday AM
 Nursery     

Lay Volunteers 
 

Sunday PM
 Nursery

Sunday PM
 Nursery

Sunday PM
 Nursery

Sunday PM
 Nursery     

Karen M
iner, Volunteer 

  

United M
ethodist Church

United M
ethodist Church

United M
ethodist Church

United M
ethodist Church     

Kansas East Conference
Kansas East Conference
Kansas East Conference
Kansas East Conference     

Bishop
Bishop
Bishop
Bishop     

Scott J. Jones 
316.684.0600 

 

Kansas City D
istrict

Kansas City D
istrict

Kansas City D
istrict

Kansas City D
istrict     

Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent     

M
ike Cham

berlain 
913.722.4775 

Shine your shoes, press your Shine your shoes, press your Shine your shoes, press your Shine your shoes, press your 
dresses and shirts and get dresses and shirts and get dresses and shirts and get dresses and shirts and get 
ready!ready!ready!ready!    
 

The Church has decided it is 
time to update and create a 
new Church Directory as the 
most recent directory was 
published five years ago. 
Included in The Directory are 
family pictures of church 
members or those families 
who attend Stillwell UMC on a 
regular basis.  Also included 
are the addresses, phone 
numbers, etc. of members and 
friends of the church, pictures 
of various church activities, 
and staff. 
 

Photographs will be taken on 
Thursday, February 23Thursday, February 23Thursday, February 23Thursday, February 23rdrdrdrd, , , , 
Friday, February 24Friday, February 24Friday, February 24Friday, February 24thththth    and 
Saturday, February 25Saturday, February 25Saturday, February 25Saturday, February 25thththth....  In 
the event you have not yet 
registered, please go to The 
Church’s Website,  
www.stilwellumc.org, click on 
the to make an appointment  
link then choose a date and 
time that suits you.  For those 
without online access, paper 
sign-ups will be available on 
Sunday February 5th, after 
worship.  In the event you are 
unable to make any of the 
scheduled times for the 
pictorial directory, contact Lisa 
Paschang, 913.488.5750.  
Please leave a message if 
your call is not answered and 
Lisa will get back to you ASAP. 
 

Silent Auction 

The January 14th event was 
another great evening at 
Stilwell United Methodist 
Church, thanks any number of 
volunteers.  Youth, parents,  
other adults, and staff 
responded in just the way that 
was needed, all to benefit our 
Senior Youth Mission Trip.  
Without Christina Conrad’s 
leadership, many things would 
have gone undone - and her 
ability to do just what was 
needed and to encourage 
youth and adults in just the 
right way was a gift beyond 
measure.  To each and 
everyone thank you. 
 
United Methodist Women 
provided not only food but 
many of the women offered 
support, encouragement and 
worked hard to make the 
evening a success.  Marcia 
Deaton and her helpers made 
the chili feed one of the best 
ever! 
 
The 2012 Silent Auction & 
Chili Feed cleared just over 
$2,500.  There will still be   
fundraisers in the spring, but 
this has been a tremendous 
boost to the funds needed for 
the missions that our youth 
will be involved in during 
2012.  Thank you. 

Responding to  
God’s voice 
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Pictorial Directory In order to make this photo 
directory a real family 
keepsake, the Church would 
like to have at least 105 
families photographed which 
will allow us to create a real 
show piece. 
 

There have been a lot of 
changes since the last 
directory was published in 
2006. Some families have 
moved, unfortunately some 
members are no longer with 
us, and there are many new 
families that have become 
part of the church.  For some 
families, new members have 
arrived that were not born five 
years ago.  And it is also 
interesting to see those 
families with children whose 
pictures were taken five years 
ago and how the children have 
grown and changed. Of 
course, while the children are 
getting older, Mom and Dad 
are getting younger. 
 

In this issue is your personal In this issue is your personal In this issue is your personal In this issue is your personal 
information card.  Please  information card.  Please  information card.  Please  information card.  Please  
review, note changes, and review, note changes, and review, note changes, and review, note changes, and 
return to the church by return to the church by return to the church by return to the church by 
February 15February 15February 15February 15thththth.... 
 

So, save the dates and join the 
fun. In the event that you 
would like to purchase 
additional photographs during 
the photo session, you may do 
so. Each family who has their 
pictures taken will receive one 
free family size photograph 
regardless of whether you 
purchase additional 
photographs. 
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Interim Youth Worker 

Doug Allen, member of SUMC, 
has accepted Staff Parish’s 
offer to be an interim youth 
worker for Stilwell United 
Methodist Church.  Doug will 
work five to 10 hours each 
week doing administrative 
work for our youth ministry 
program. 

“Thank you so much for the 
paper plate of Christmas cook-
ies that you sent to me.  It’s 
nice to be remembered at 
holiday time.”  Frances Hodge 
 

“Thank you to the Black family 
for delivering cookies.” 

Barbara Dougan 
 

“Stilwell UMC,  
We are so thankful to have 
been welcomed into the 
church family at Stilwell UMC. 
Thank you for the gifts, cards 
and kind words they have 
meant a lot. Dani and I have 
enjoyed getting to know you 
all and you will remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. Thank 
you for three great years. We 
will miss you.” 

God Bless, 
Mike, Dani and Jack Scrivani 

Thank You! 

Yes, There IS a Santa! 

Our Tremendous thanks to the 
hundreds of donors and 
volunteers that made the 
Cross-Lines Christmas Store 
(held the week of December 
5) a festive experience for our 
508 families!  All four 
departments: clothing, 
housewares, toys and food, 
had supporters and volunteers 
who shopped all year and 
collected and purchased new 
items for this very popular 
highlight program.  The 
tremendous support from 
individual, churches, and 
businesses saved us hundreds 
of dollars – thank you!  We 
have so many people to thank 
for the success of the store 
that it is hard to know where 
to begin, knowing full well that 
there will be many that are 
missed. 
 

Special recognition and our 
sincere gratitude to the 
following individuals and 
groups: 
 

∗ Rick Oddo of Oddo 
Development for the use 
of the warehouse that 
housed the Christmas 
Store 

 

∗ BPU and Kansas Gas 
Service for their assistance 
with utilities 

 

∗ Ernie’s Carts in Bates City, 
MO for the use of the 
shopping carts each year 

 

∗ Lake Quivira Ministries for 
the HUGE donation of new 
coats 

 

∗ Carefusion for the 
tremendous food donation 

 

∗ Michele Mussatti of Home 
Depot for the large 

contractor bags donation 
 

∗ Stilwell UMC for the Stilwell UMC for the Stilwell UMC for the Stilwell UMC for the 
monetary donations for monetary donations for monetary donations for monetary donations for 
hens and also providing hens and also providing hens and also providing hens and also providing 
snacks for the Christmas snacks for the Christmas snacks for the Christmas snacks for the Christmas 
Store volunteersStore volunteersStore volunteersStore volunteers    

 

∗ Wesley UMC for the large 
merchandise and food 
donations 

 

∗ Many,  many others who 
anonymously and 
graciously donated to the 
Christmas Store 

 

Several families at the end of 
their shopping experience 
gave us hugs and kept stating 
over and over again “Bless 
Cross-Lines” or “I don’t know 
what I would have done 
without Cross-Lines!  You 
made Christmas possible for 
me and my family.” 

Sandie Messer, 
Christmas Store Leader 

Graduation! 

Julie Klinko, Bachelor's of Art 
in Interdisciplinary Studies, 
with an emphasis in 
Communications, Hotel and 
Restaurant Management, and 
Sociology.  She will be working 
in Columbia, 
Missouri while 
she looks for a 
position in 
public relations/
event planning. 

Congratulations 
to Nicole Paden Nicole Paden Nicole Paden Nicole Paden 
and Ryan and Ryan and Ryan and Ryan 
Kirkeby,Kirkeby,Kirkeby,Kirkeby, who 
were married 
on December 
30, 2011 at 
Powell Gardens 
chapel.  The 
wedding was officiated by Dr 
Rev Ira DeSpain, chaplain at 
Baker University.  Ryan and 
Nicole both graduated from 
Kansas State University.  They 
live at Ft Rucker, AL, where 
Ryan is a 2nd Lt in the US 
Army and learning to fly 
Apache helicopters. 

Wedding! 
Remarkable!  That one word 
comes to mind during January 
2012.  January is usually a 
slow month with the holidays 
in the rear view mirror and 
everyone anticipating snow 
and cold weather. 
 

At Stilwell, we had meetings 
to set the parameters for 
hiring a new youth worker.  
Staff parish has made 
significant progress towards 
this hiring.  Keep Staff Parish 
committee in your prayers as 
they discern from 12 plus 
applications, the skills each 
applicant has and whether 
they are a match for our youth 
ministry.  If you have 
questions or comments about 
this process, contact Amanda 
Moses, chairperson or Ken 
Parker, pastor. 
 

Stilwell is in the final stages of 
strategic planning.  There has 
been conversation for 12-18 
months about Vision, Mission, 
and Action.  In late summer 
2011, the Annual Conference 
implemented a parallel 
request through “Marks of a 
Vital Congregation.”  
Leadership Team put together 
a group of 25 to undergo 
intentional strategic planning 
~ chaired by Josh Rose and 
Walt Mooney, facilitated by 
Steve Schulte.  Terie 
Zimmerman provided 
leadership as our strategic 
planning consultant.  Sunday, 
January 22nd was an 
opportunity to gain input from 
this church.  The Strategic 
Planning Group will meet on 
Sunday, January 29th, at 11:30 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall to end 
the first phase. 
 

Our Bishop Scott Jones and 
Bishop of Nebraska asked 
that all clergy from Kansas 
East, Kansas West, and 
Nebraska join in a called 
Clergy Session January 17th - 
19th in Topeka, KS.  With the 
important decision made at 
2008 General Conference to 
eliminate a Bishop from each 
jurisdiction and the decision of 
the South Central Jurisdiction, 
that Kansas and Nebraska 
would have one bishop 
beginning September 2012, 
change is happening.  On 
January 17th, 1,000 United 
Methodist Clergy and Lay 
Members of the Boards of 
Ordained Ministry from 
Kansas and Nebraska 
gathered in Topeka for three 
days of meetings. 
 

The very church that I walked 
into July ‘08 no longer exists.  
There is a very different sense 
of purpose and place.  35-40% 
of the people who worshipped 
with us on Sunday were not 
here 3 ½ years ago.  We are in 
the midst of the most 
significant recession that this 
country has ever seen.  We 
live in a society that values 
polarization instead of 
consensus building.  Change 
happened and none of us 
asked for it. 
 

1. I believe in the core  
principles that will guide 
me through these times of 
change: Jesus Christ is my 
Lord and Savior.  My life, 
through my relationship 
with Jesus, is a spiritual 
journey towards a spiritual 
destination.  I constantly 
listen for God’s voice in the 
midst of all that is 
happening in the life of the 
church. 

2. Relevant adaptive change  
will be the determining 
factor to long-term 
viability.  It is important to 
do that which we do the 
absolute best that we can 
do it.  However, all that we 
do must be purpose driven 
and adaptive to what is 
happening at any given 
moment in time. 
 

3. Group process is 
important in more ways 
than anyone will ever 
understand.  The days are 
long gone when a “memo” 
issued by an individual or 
small group could 
implement an entire new 
process, plan or mission.  
We ask for vested 
ownership and everyone 
has a voice in this process. 

 

4. The long-term viability of  
Christianity in America is 
determined by people 
willing to accept the call to 
be disciples.  Disciples 
read, live, and believe the 
teachings of Jesus.  In that 
moment people will once 
again see the heart and 
soul of the gospel.  It is 
about the life changing, 
transformational power of 
the love of God. 
 

The definition of 
REMARKABLE: worthy of being 
or likely to be noticed 
especially as being 
uncommon or extraordinary.  
This describes January at 
Stilwell for me personally.  
There is nothing common or 
ordinary about this January.  In 
the midst of all that is 
changing, God’s voice is 
present.  Thank you Stilwell for 
the voice you have claimed, as 
we become the church that 
God has asked of us. 

Ken’s Comments 
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UMW News 

UMW Heifer Project UMW Heifer Project UMW Heifer Project UMW Heifer Project 
FundraiserFundraiserFundraiserFundraiser 

The Stilwell UMW decided to 
forgo their annual Christmas 
Party, and instead. raise 
money for Heifer International.  
Our goal was to raise enough 
money to buy two llamas, two 
pigs, two goats and two sheep.  
Not only was that goal met, 
we were able to buy one more 
llama and one more goat.  A 
total of $1,300 was donated. 
 

We want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone 
who contributed.  Heifer’s 
unique community 
development model has 
assisted more than 13.6 
million families directly and 
indirectly since 1944 – more 
than 70.5 million men, 
women and children.  Thank 
you for helping Heifer 
International fight hunger and 
poverty.  If you would like to 
know more about this great 
organization visit Heifer.org. 

Deborah’s CircleDeborah’s CircleDeborah’s CircleDeborah’s Circle 
All women of the church are 
invited to the next Deborah's 
C i r c l e  m e e t i n g ,  o n 
Wednesday, February 8th, at 
10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Questions, please contact 
Sally Hartz, 913.486.9159. 
 

Sarai's CircleSarai's CircleSarai's CircleSarai's Circle    
We will meet at the home of 
Joan Hill, 8810 West 170th 
Street, on Tuesday, February Tuesday, February Tuesday, February Tuesday, February 
7777thththth,,,, (note date change) at 7:00 
p.m.  Please read the second 
and third letters of John and 
Jude.  Call 913.897.3289, if 
you need directions. 

We will serve at 
Neighbor2Neighbor, 500  
Washington, KCMO on 
Saturday, February 4th.  We 
will meet in the parking lot in 
front of Tuesday Morning at 
9:30 a.m.  We will serve roast, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, green 
beans, fresh fruit, and contact 
call Valerie Gordon, 
913.851.3577.  We always 
welcome donations of 
personal items, underwear for 
men/women, blankets, etc. 

UMW Circles UMW—Sarai’s Meal 

Out to Lunch Bunch 

We will meet at 
11:30 a.m. on 
Friday, February Friday, February Friday, February Friday, February 
3333rdrdrdrd, at Talk of 
the Town Grill, 
5201 W. 135th 
Street.  RSVP to 
Vivian Sexton, 
913.897.3218. 

Planning is 
underway for 
next spring's 
11th Annual 
UMW Book 
Sale.  It is not 
too early to 

bring in your donations of 
books, DVDs, comic books, 
Kindles, etc.   Please place 
them in or near the green bin 
in the upstairs coat closet.  No 
encyclopedias please.  If you 
need books picked up at your 
home, please contact the 
church office.  Tax receipts are 
available upon request. 

UMW Book Sale 

2012 UMW Directory 
Please note we will be adding 
email addresses to the 2012 
edition of the UMW Directory, 
scheduled to be available 
February 26th.  The directory 
includes the name, address, 
phone number, and birthday, 
if it has been provided to the 
church, of all women of the 
church community.  If the 
church has your email 
address, it will be included in 
the directory unless you notify 
the church office or Sally Hartz 
no later than Wednesday, 
February 15th.  Please 
remember to opt out no later 
than February 15th if you do 
not wish to have your email 
address included in the 
directory.  

A special worship service 
celebrating the work of United 
Methodist Women will be held 
on Sunday, February 26Sunday, February 26Sunday, February 26Sunday, February 26thththth.  
Inspirational music will be 
provided by local band 
Crooked RoadCrooked RoadCrooked RoadCrooked Road.  Our guest 
speaker will be former 
member Debbie Vest. Director 
of VIM Ministries.  Please plan 
to join us for this special time 
of worship. 

UMW Sunday 
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Labor of Love 

The Church has a caring 
ministry that provides hot 
meals to those in need in our 
congregation.  We can do one 
meal, scheduled days or 
several weeks if necessary.  
The group is small but 
committed, and we are 
looking for others who would 
like to share their time and 
talents.  If you would like to be 
a part of this Labor of LOVE, 
please contact Jo Ann O’Roark 
at 913.393.3945.  If you have 
need of this service, you can 
call Jo Ann or the Church 
office.  We would like to thank 
Sandy Hall, Janis Kirkeby, 
Nadine Wise, Barb Mallicoat, 
Bev Gillard, Barb Reinke, 
Gertrude Melton and Jan 
Walkup for their contribution 
to this ministry. 

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School    
During January, the kids have 
learned how stories about 
Jesus help us understand that 
Jesus is the Son of God.  
Throughout February, we will 
learn that the stories Jesus 
told help us know how to live. 
 

We offer three Sunday School 
classes, preschool,  
Kindergarten - first grade, and 
second - fourth grade.  We 
begin each Sunday in the 
theatre classroom, N1 on the 
lower level.  Please join us! 
 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    
January 29January 29January 29January 29thththth    

Ashley Thompson, Emily Hess 
 

February 5February 5February 5February 5thththth    
Gabriella Ochoa,  

Makenzie Heffernon 
 

February 12February 12February 12February 12thththth    
Betsy Burress, Katie Twedt 

 

February 19February 19February 19February 19thththth    
Justin Tinkler, Leo Ruhnke 

 

February 26February 26February 26February 26thththth    
Caroline Hoggatt, Emi Ruhnke 

 

March 4March 4March 4March 4thththth    
Trinity Moore,  

Brandon Richardson 
 

Additional schedule  
information and training 
manual is available on our 
website, www.stilwellumc.org- 
under the children’s tab.  Any 
child, third grade and up, who 
is interested in becoming an 
acolyte, should see Aimee 
Farrington. 
 

KidzJAMKidzJAMKidzJAMKidzJAM 
KidzJAM is a 
Sunday night 
program for 
preschool - 

fourth grade that meets in the 
lower level from 5:00 – 6:00 
p.m.  A schedule is available 
online under the resources 
section on the children’s tab.  
Questions? Aimee Farrington 
or Jennifer Hoggatt, 
913.897.2101. 
 

January 29January 29January 29January 29thththth or February 5 or February 5 or February 5 or February 5thththth        
No KidzJAMNo KidzJAMNo KidzJAMNo KidzJAM    

    

February 12February 12February 12February 12thththth , 19 , 19 , 19 , 19thththth and 26 and 26 and 26 and 26thththth             
KidzJAM 5:00 p.m.KidzJAM 5:00 p.m.KidzJAM 5:00 p.m.KidzJAM 5:00 p.m.    

 

5555thththth Sunday  Sunday  Sunday  Sunday     
Game Night and PotluckGame Night and PotluckGame Night and PotluckGame Night and Potluck  

Sunday, January 29th, at 5:00 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  This is an 
open event for all members, 
friends, and guests.  We will 
spend an evening in fellowship 
and fun by enjoying games 
together.  Several games will 
be provided and you are 
welcome to bring your own 
family-friendly game.  Each 
participant is asked to bring a 
food item to share in our 
“Finger food” potluck – 
something that is easy to eat 
while playing games.  
Beverages will be provided.  
Questions?  See Aimee. 
 

Prayer of the MonthPrayer of the MonthPrayer of the MonthPrayer of the Month    
Blessed Lord, let Your blessing 
go with me today and grant 
that I may be obedient to my 
teachers and may learn with 
pleasure whatever I am 
taught, to Your great honor 
and glory.  Amen. 
 

Mark Your Calendar!!!Mark Your Calendar!!!Mark Your Calendar!!!Mark Your Calendar!!!    
February 19February 19February 19February 19thththth    

Kids sing in worship  
 

March 4March 4March 4March 4thththth        
Kids play bells in worship 

March 26March 26March 26March 26thththth        
Safe and Sacred Training  

6:30 p.m. 

We have continued 
accelerated loan payments 
through our Unified Budget, 
bringing our loan balance as 
of year end 2011 to 
$171,300.  
 

Since December 31, 2008, we 
have reduced the debt by 
$230,870. Based on current 
figures and with no additional 
major donations, the loan 
balance would be paid in full 
31 October, 2014. 
 

Thank you to each and every 
one of you who have not only 
challenged us to be faithful 
stewards but have financially 
and spiritually supported this 
church towards our Debt Free 
2012 goal. 

Debt Elimination 


